The purpose of this study was (see Bronfenbrenner & Mahoney, 1975; Erikson, 1963; Miller, 1983 
open-ended questionnaire on giftedness. Resutts Children, 1978) , Gifted Children Speak Out (Delisle, 1984) , and Gifted Kids Speak Out (Delisle, 1987) , present gifted children describing the impact of giftedness on their lives. A conclusion that can be drawn from these books is that gifted children are ambivalent about their giftedness; they were often pleased by their superiority in academic tasks or performances in talent areas but concerned about the possible negative perceptions of their peers.
Recent empirical research has provided some confirmation of this ambivalence. Colangelo and Kelly (1983) found that while gifted youngsters were positive about being labeled gifted, they perceived nongifted peers and teachers as holding negative attitudes toward them. The study revealed, however, a neutral rather than a negative attitude held by both peers and teachers. Colangelo and Brower (1987a; 1987b) (Ross & Parker, 1980) . It would seem that the perception of the negative social effects of giftedness would be more pronounced in adolescence when young people are highly sensitive to evaluations by others (see Bronfenbrenner & Mahoney, 1975; Erikson, 1963; Miller, 1983 
